
 No. 34                       May 2014

newsline
Four-monthly notes and news 

of his ministry from John Blanchard

AN EVENING IN ULSTER
Ahoghill is a large village four miles from Ballymena, in Co. Antrim, N. Ireland. It has 
strong connections with the 1859 Revival which swept through Ulster. There are reports of 
countless people’s lives being transformed, and on 14 March of that year some 3,000 people 
from the area took part in a special thanksgiving service in the village.
 The First Presbyterian Church, which dates back to 1654, now meets in superb new 
£2.45 million premises, and under the dynamic leadership of the Minister, The Rev. Eddie 

Kirk, the work is thriving. In February, the church joined with the village’s two other 
Presbyterian churches in inviting me to preach at a united Sunday evening service, at which 
I was told there might be a congregation of about 250.  Well before the service began it was 
obvious that many more than this were making their way to the church, and eventually 700 
packed the auditorium for a service in which there was a remarkable sense of God’s 
presence. About two weeks before the event I was asked if I would also follow the 6.30pm 
service by preaching at an additional service for young people. I was encouraged (and 
surprised!) when 400 came to this, and having spiritual input into so many young lives was 
a special privilege.
 The Minister has since been in touch to encourage me with feedback from the evening, 
and telling me, ‘We will never forget it.’  One practical outcome is that nearly twenty people 
enrolled in a Christianity Explored course and we trust that this will yield lasting fruit in the 
lives of many who attend it.
 This kind of evening made me realize how much I owe to readers of Newsline who 
have a close interest in my ministry and who uphold me so faithfully in prayer.
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One small church — 
ONE GIANT STEP!

Simon Gay is the pastor of Salhouse Baptist Church, located on the edge of the Norfolk 
Broads. The church has only nine members, but in Simon’s mind ‘small means agile’, and 
he took the lead in inviting me to speak in the largest suite at Norwich City Football Club, 
seating around 370. Email news was sent to churches in the Norwich, Norfolk and north 
Suffolk areas, and with three months to go advertisements were placed on the ‘Network 
Norfolk’ churches website.
 Interest and response from churches varied from nil to encouraging, and some joined in 
producing their own publicity for the event. Other encouragements came at fortnightly 
open-air meetings in Norwich, from readers of Newsline, and from Christian Union workers 

at the University of East Anglia. Quarter-page advertisements were also placed in the local 
press, and thousands of invitations given to friends and other contacts of Christians who 
wanted to make the best of this opportunity.
 On the night, the Norfolk Lounge was virtually full, with people coming from many 
churches and bringing those they had invited, including at least two groups of students. I felt 
greatly helped as I spoke, and relevant questions came thick and fast from all quarters, 
including one from a professing agnostic. The 150 free copies of Where is God when things 
go wrong? provided by the church were all taken, and the 100 copies of two books offered 
for sale came nowhere near meeting the demand. It was well after 10.00pm when the last 
group trickled out, and Simon has since received many encouraging emails. 
 I hope that this report will move other small churches to widen their vision and to pray 
that God will show them how they could reach out in an equally significant way.



3

NEWSLINE - MAY 2014

One of the greatest privileges I have enjoyed during my years in the ministry has been the 
assurance of the support of hundreds of prayer partners who have followed the diary and 
reports in Newsline. I know from many of them that they have appreciated hearing summaries 
of how services and meetings have gone here in the UK and overseas. These reports have at 
times needed to be very brief for the sake of space, and for the same reason there has seldom 
been room to let friends know of other encouragements in the ministry. These pages are a 
belated attempt to fill some of this gap — and as the early months of this year have included 
periods of time given to writing (and fewer speaking engagements) it all fits well together. 
Here, then, are some of the items for which we can all ‘give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures for ever’ (Psalm 118:1).
From the United States: ‘We’ve been using Ultimate Questions in [several divisions of the 
Justice Administration Service] in Georgia. We usually order them 100 at a time and they last 
for about three months.’
From Australia: ‘Thank you for the books you sent me. I believed in Buddha and science, but 
now Jesus is my Lord! Thank you, brother in Christ. May God bless your soul!’
From Liberia: ‘It is great that 
you are still writing books. You 
will be greatly blessed as you 
work diligently for the Lord. We 
use Ultimate Questions  widely 
and many people are benefitting 
from them.’
From India: ‘There was great 
rejoicing here over the provision 
of 5,000 copies of Ultimate 
Questions in Malayalam. They 
will be used mostly for ministry 
among young people in high 
schools, colleges and other 
institutions of higher learning.’
From Australia: ‘An elderly Croatian man in a care home was given a copy of Ultimate 
Questions in his native language. He has been wonderfully saved and is witnessing to others 
of his faith in Christ. Through him, some fourteen people in the care home now meet for a 
service every Sunday.’
From England: ‘You will be delighted to know that at the end of a long search a lady 
psychiatrist in Cornwall has come into saving faith after the reading of Why believe the Bible?’
From South Africa: ‘I am a twenty-year-old student in Johannesburg, and was present at two 
of your meetings in the area. I believe that your sermon on Hell was used by the Lord to bring 
about both my salvation and my brother’s.’

You prayed ...  

In Liberia
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From Russia: ‘In a Norwegian port, a Russian seaman was given a copy of Ultimate 
Questions in his own language. By the time he got back to St Petersburg he had trusted 
Christ. He shared his experience with his wife, Olga, who is now a very bright Christian, 
testifying to the salvation that is in Christ Jesus.’
From India: ‘We have been using Ultimate Questions as a model to carry out Bible study 
in the Punjabi language. Thank you, and I just want you to know that God has been using 
this book as a great evangelistic tool.’
From Swaziland: ‘A lady from Swaziland says that she saw a copy of Ultimate Questions 
in a store in Manzini and bought it initially because the cover attracted her. Now she wants 
a copy of Read Mark Learn to do a Bible study with her neighbours.’
From Zimbabwe: ‘When in Zimbabwe we gave Ultimate Questions to an Italian man, who 
couldn’t easily talk with us. He read it over and over again while we were there, and I’m 
sure he responded to the love of the Lord Jesus, because we saw the joy of the Lord in his 
face. I’m sure you will see him in Glory.’
From England: ‘This morning I finished reading Meet the real Jesus. Although I had faith in 
God I did not know where Jesus fitted in to the picture. Now, it is all clear. Thank you so 
much.’
From South Africa: ‘In prison, I received from a friend a copy of your book Right with 
God. Thank you for sharing your love and faith in the Lord with the likes of me. I read two 
pages a day since receiving it and absorbed what it said. Sadly, I have now finished it, but 
will refer to it frequently. Its message and lessons are truly gifts from God.’
From Russia: ‘I have a contact who has distributed 300,000 copies of Ultimate Questions 
in Russian at all the Metro (underground) stations in St Petersburg. Eight years later he is 
still receiving enquiries from people who read them.’
From Albania: ‘I am an American missionary in Albania and would like your permission to 
air the reading of Ultimate Questions in Albanian and Macedonian on a Christian radio 
station.’
From the United States: ‘I met with a young person in prison for manslaughter, and your 
booklet Ultimate Questions has been used in bringing him to trust Christ as his Saviour.’
From Vietnam: ‘You will remember sending us 100 copies of Ultimate Questions in 
Vietnamese. When we were in the country we gave them mostly to elders or pastors to give 
out to other people. They had never received such beautifully presented evangelistic 
literature and were very grateful.’
From South Africa: ‘After reading Where is God when things go wrong? I spent the 
whole day worshipping God. I saw him anew as an awesome, mighty, overwhelming, 
great and everlasting God. I wish I had the funds to translate this booklet into my native 
Shona language.’
From England: ‘I thought you might like to know that my daughter came to the Lord 
through your series of Popular Christian Apologetics talks. She had been attending church 

...God answered!
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for over twenty years, and had sat through so many emotional meetings and evangelistic 
crusades, but it was as the facts were presented to her in this way that the Lord spoke to 
her.’
From Myanmar: ‘Your booklet Ultimate Questions in Burmese has been the most 
effective booklet in our evangelism. We have fourteen missionaries and ten volunteer 
evangelists using it.’
From Cameroon: ‘I often give away copies of the French translation of Ultimate 
Questions in the course of my hospital work, and it is read by patients, by their families 
and by hospital staff. The brother of one of the patients told me that within a few hours he 
had read it right through twice!’
From Zambia: ‘The Chichewa translation of Ultimate Questions is really extending the 
ministry of the Word of God in our village. I did not realize that questions addressed in 
the booklet are also troubling the minds of people who have never been to any school or 
read any philosophy. I expect the demand for the booklets to increase.’
From England: ‘I was brought to faith through reading Learning and Living the Christian 
Life [now called Training for Triumph].’
From Lithuania: ‘When our local astronomy society used our church building for a 
recent meeting we used up all our copies of Is anybody out there? Good work! We’ve 
been praying that people will read them and encounter Christ.’
From Wales: Visitors to the Llangollen International Eisteddfod, who came from Ukraine, 
India, Hungary, Russia, Spain, Turkey, China, the Czech Republic, Italy, Sweden, Germany 
and Dubai accepted copies of Ultimate Questions in their own languages.
From England: ‘Meet the real Jesus has been very helpful to me in witnessing to my 
friends at university. It is so logical, clear, and easy to read, especially on the evidence for 
the deity, death and resurrection of Jesus.’
From the United States: ‘The Lord used Right with God to save me (an assistant football 
coach) and give me eternal life. Thank you. I would love to have extra copies to give 
away.’
From South Africa: ‘With the 
help of a translator into Sesotho, 
my wife and I are using a 
translation of Read Mark Learn to 
teach study groups, and we have 
seen an amazing transformation in 
some of those taking part. We 
could not but notice the look of 
wonder that came into individuals’ 
eyes as something new dawned on 
them as they thought it through.’
From Vietnam: ‘I thought it 
would encourage you to know a 
solicitor in the North was 
converted after reading Ultimate 
Questions. It changed his life.’

In Vietnam
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INTRODUCING 
THE CLASSICS

Some time ago, EP Books raised with me its vision to publish a John Blanchard Classic 
Series of my books, beginning with major titles that were nearly out of print. This seemed 
a good way to introduce these books to new and ongoing readerships and the first of these 
— Meet the real Jesus — has just been published.
 The distinguished American theologian and pastor Dr R. C. Sproul has kindly supplied 
this general Foreward to the series:
 ‘In an age when too few ministers have upheld the biblical gospel and the life of the 
mind, Dr John Blanchard has been a leading defender and proclaimer of God’s revelation 
and its coherence. His preaching and writing have helped countless believers formulate and 
defend a Christian world view for the work of faithful evangelism. It is my pleasure to 
commend him for his decades of steadfast ministry, and to express my confidence that his 
work will continue to benefit God’s people for years to come.’

  This superbly presented new edition of Meet the real Jesus retails in the UK at £8.99 
but readers of Newsline only may get copies at £5.50 each post free by ordering directly 
from EP Books on 01325 380232 or from sales@epbooks.org. It retails in the United States 
at $13.99, but readers there can get it for $7.00 a copy from JPL Fulfillment, 3741 Linden 
Ave S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49548 — Office (877) 683 6935; Cell (616) 808 6268 or from 
sales@jplfulfillment.com



7

COMING ENGAGEMENTS 2014
At the time of going to press these are my engagements for the next four months. For news 

of any additional meetings, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and 
blessing at these events — and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you.

MAY

24-25 UCKFIELD, E. Sussex: Five Ash Down Independent Chapel, Five Ash Down, TN22 
3AL [Info: george.rabey@talktalk.net or 07761 295095].

The rest of May is reserved for writing.

JUNE

1 (am) LONDON:  Gunnersbury Baptist Church, 34 Burlington Road, London, W4 4BE 
[Info: info@gunnersburybaptistchurch.org or 020 8987 2965].

9* WORKINGTON, Cumbria:  Emmanuel Church, Vulcans Lane, Workington, CA14 2ND 
[Info: 01900 268 512 or pietersent@gmail.com].

10* DALRY, Ayrshire:  Trinity Church, The Cross, Dalry, KA24 5DP [Info: 01294 832363 
or martin.thomson40@btinternet.com].

12* GLASGOW:  Sandyford Henderson Memorial Church, 13 Kelvinhaugh Street, 
Glasgow, G3 8NU [Info: 0141 226 3696 or john@sandyfordhenderson.net]. 

13* POOLEWE, Ross-shire: Poolewe Village Hall, IV22 2JU [Info 01445 712235 or 
demacrae@btinternet.com].

14*-15 AUCHTERARDER, Perthshire: Auchterarder Parish Church, 24 High Street, 
Auchterarder, PH3 1DF [Info: 01764 622399 or rob@miragemedia.co.uk].

16* BANCHORY, Kincardineshire:  Banchory Christian Fellowship Church, Burn o 
Bennie, Banchory, AB31 5QA [Info:  01330 820791 or stuart.keir@bcfchurch.org.uk].

17*ABERDEEN: Gilcomston Church, Union Street, Aberdeen, AB10 1TP [Info: 01224 
647144 or Dominic.smart@gilcomston.org].

18* INVERNESS:  Smithton Church, Murray Road, Smithton, Inverness, IV2 7YU [Info: 
01463 793191 or dcmeredith@gmail.com].

THANK YOU!
My warmest thanks once again to friends who have recently sent ministry gifts 

through the CM Trust. Your fellowship is greatly appreciated. Gifts sent directly to my 
home address are always acknowledged personally at the time.
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JOIN THE TEAM! 
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you have not seen it before and would like to receive future copies (by post or e-mail) 

please let me know at: ‘Sarnia’, 81 Lambert Road, Banstead, Surrey, SM7 2QU. E-mail: jbsarnia@gmail.com

* Indicates a Popular Christian Apologetics meeting 

20* ALNESS, Easter Ross:  The Capstone Centre, 1-3 Obsdale Road, Alness High Street, 
IV17 0TY [Info: 01349 880776 or iainmacaskill@btinternet.com].

21*-22 LOSSIEMOUTH, Moray: Lossiemouth Baptist Church, King Street, Lossiemouth, 
IV31 6AE [Info: 01343 813103 or chrisandannegault@btinternet.com].

25* SOUTHALL, Middx: Grace Church, Kingston Road, Southall, UB2 4AW [Info: 07915 
998578 or info@gcsouthall.org.uk].

26* HALLING, Kent: Halling Baptist Church, Vicarage Road, Kent, ME2 1BE [Info: 01634 
924973 or 07868 182423 or info@hallingbaptist.org.uk].

27* HALSTEAD, Essex: Grace Baptist Church, Colchester Rd, Halstead, Essex, CO9 2HD 
[Info: 07775 706718 or gfield85@gmail.com].

28* (3pm)  LONDON:  Grace Baptist Church, Angel, Chadwell Street, Islington, EC1R 
1XD [Info: 07944 221112 or theangelchurch@gmail.com].

29 (am)  NORTH WATFORD, Herts:  Grace Baptist Church, 148-150 Cecil St, Watford, 
WD24 5AP [Info: 01923 231098 or 07878480184 or goodnews_daniel@yahoo.co.uk].

29 (pm) GRAYS, Essex: Grace Baptist Church, Salisbury Road, Grays, RM17 6DG  [Info: 
07546 279075 or grace2grays@gmail.com].

30* CHINGFORD, Essex:  Kings Road Baptist Church, 16 Kings Road, Chingford, E4 7EY 
[Info: 020 8529 4693 or kingsroadbc@gmail.com].

JULY

1 CHATTERIS, Cambs: Chatteris Community Church, Cromwell Community College, 
Wenny Road, Chatteris, PE16 6UU [Info: 01354 694393 or robert-read@talktalk.net]. 

The rest of July is reserved for writing.

AUGUST

August is reserved for writing.


